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day?)
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Che cosa
fai di bello

oggi?

Sixty-two children were bused from Stephen Decatur School to HC 4 where they learned what a day in
aviation is all about. Each year, the Naval Junior Reserve Officers� Training Corps (NJROTC) students
learn about aviation in their yearly curriculum. The students take a field trip at the end of the lesson to see
first hand what they�ve spent weeks learning about.

Arriving at the hanger, Lt. j.g. Jacob Brynjelsen, HC 4�s public affairs representative, greeted the stu-
dents and escorted them to the briefing room. In the briefing room they were shown an informative video of
HC 4�s mission in the Mediterranean and given a break down of events to come for the day. After the video
presentation, the students were handed earplugs and taken into the hanger. There they were shown a static
display of an MH53-E and taught the basic components of the helicopter by AD1(NAC/AW) Dale Bishop.
�Having the students come out and learn about aviation is a benefit not only for recruiting purposes but for
knowledge as well. It helps the students determine a career path, if they are thinking about the Navy for their
future,� said Bishop.

Ignoring the noise and aircraft repairs around them, the students climbed in and out of the helicopter
discovering all there was to see.

Next, the students saw a demonstration on all the flight equipment. PR1 Gerald Kuchenbecker taught the
students all they needed to know about every piece of equipment worn by the pilots and aircrew. The students
received information about the flight suit, helmet, vest and all the components
necessary for the survival of an aircrew. Brynjelsen also explained the exten-
sive training  pilots receive on the equipment as part of their flight school. The
students were able to pass around the different pieces  for their own inspec-
tion, and ask questions.

Next, float coats and cranials (helmets with hearing protection) were handed
out to the students, a flight safety brief was given to them and it was time to
load up the helicopter and go for a ride. The students were ushered on board
the aircraft by the two crew chiefs, AD2(NAC/AW) Brandon Baker and
AD2(NAC/AW) Nathan Writesel. Once everyone was seated and buckled in,
the pilots received a thumbs up and had clearance for lift off.

The students squealed and laughed with excitement as the helicopter
reached its cruising altitude. One by one, the students were strapped into a
gunner�s belt (safety harness making it possible to move around the cabin).
The crew chiefs escorted them to the front and rear of the helicopter, letting
them see every possible view including the pilots at work. Though a few of
the students became fatigued and a bit air sick, most of the students said they
had a blast and would like to fly again sometime. One student made mention
of his father being a pilot, and said this field trip gave him a better perspective
on what his father did for a living.

High school students receive hands-on lesson in aviation
By JOSN Bridgette Bolt

Editor

Photo by JOSN Bridgette Bolt

A student receives last
minute tips before the flight.

By JOSN Michelle Watkins
Staff writer

In the cover of darkness, a car attempted to
pass other vehicles, only to discover that a dump
truck was in the way. Within the blink of an eye,
there was a seven-car pileup, serious vehicle dam-
age, and injuries. A NASSIG Security patrolman
came to the rescue.

MA2 Edwin Newmans was recently awarded
a Navy/Marine Corp Achievement Medal for ac-
tions taken the night of March 14. He was on duty
serving as Mineo Supervisor when it happened.
He was informed by ET3 Jessie Larsen that it ap-
peared an accident had taken place. He took first
aid bags, got into a marked police car and drove
to the accident scene on SS 417.

�At least if no one was hurt, then I could pro-
vide traffic control because of the speeds used in
front of that road,� said Newmans.

When he arrived at the scene, he noticed that
there were seven vehicles involved. The accident
involved two delivery trucks, three cars and a
dump truck. Newmans then parked behind the
three cars piled up in the right lane and saw that
the dump truck was laying on its side beside a ditch
100 feet away.

When he got out of the car, several local na-
tionals approached him screaming that someone
was hurt. He walked around the corner from his
car and noticed a Fiat Punto with no front end,
with an Italian female trapped inside.

Looking around, he did a quick investigation.
According to Newmans, it appeared that the Fiat
had tried to pass three cars, when a dump truck in
the opposite lane would not let the vehicle pass. It
hit her car, bounced into two other cars, and rolled
into the ditch. The three cars that pulled behind the
Fiat slammed on their brakes to keep from hitting
her, and piled up on the right hand side.

Using his knowledge of basic Italian, he under-
stood that the locals were telling him that she was
dead. Wanting to check for himself, Newmans
checked the pulse in her hand and neck. He felt a
rapid pulse and knew that she had loss of air and was
going into shock because the steering wheel was in

Sigonellan Patrolman saves two lives
her chest. He jumped up on what was left of the en-
gine block, grabbed the steering wheel adjust lever
and pulled back and up as far as it would go. From
the top of the steering wheel he performed one-chest
compression to see if there was something blocking
her air way. She coughed up blood, gasped for air
and started to cry.

After CFR arrived and cut her out of the car, a
boy who appeared to be her son came up to the car.
When he saw the condition of his mother, he tried to
talk, but his right and left arm tightened up. His eyes
rolled back and he fell to the ground foaming at the
mouth.

According to Newmans it appeared to be a heart
or extreme anxiety attack, which can lead to cardiac
arrest. He ripped the buttons off the shirt and did
one-chest compressions while a local national CFR
went to get medical help. Once the victim got half a
breath and opened his eyes, he tried to get up but fell
down again. Since he had shown signs of cardiac
arrest, Italian paramedics assessed him and put him
in an ambulance.

Looking around, Newmans noticed that the
driver of the dump truck was sitting on the guardrail
with his head down. When the flashlight was shone
in his eyes Newmans noticed the unequal gaze in his
pupils. After the driver was put in the ambulance,
Newmans was able to leave.

He did not know what to expect when he arrived
at the scene. He arrived with the intentions of doing
what he could.

�We don�t like to see people hurt, we try to fix
everything, the biggest thing going through my head
is that hopefully there was one person that could walk
away,� said Newmans.

Even though he has other law enforcement ex-
perience, he said the training he received in Security
and in his duty section was the biggest benefit he
had. To him it was not just a personal award, but
also, one for his section and the whole Security de-
partment.

�Next time people see anyone in this uniform or
even stepping out of a car, they should give them
that little bit of respect, because everyone they see
can be the next one to save them,� said Newmans.
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HC 4 supports the fleet
USS Wasp receives delivery from the Med�s �heavy lift� squadron

An MH-53E from HC 4 lands on board USS Wasp (LHD-1), at sea. The crew from the
Wasp assisted the squadron with landing, cargo movement and take off. HC 4
supports the Fifth and Sixth fleets delivering cargo, mail and fresh food to ships.
As the only �heavy lift� helicopter squadron in the Mediterranean, it is HC 4�s job to
ensure the fleet gets what they need to complete their mission while on deployment.

PR1 Tino Ramirez gives the thumbs up indicating the Marines are properly fastened to
the line and ready for lift off. Ramirez is the Drop Zone Safety Officer during the SPIE
exercise that First Platoon Marine Corps Security Force Europe was able to participate
in while visiting Sigonella.
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Marines see Sigonella from a birds� eye view
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